
Focus Asia 
Perspective & Analysis 

August 2020

1

Xi Jinping and Constitutional Revisions in China

Eerishika Pankaj 

Introduction

The PRC is presently in its fourth constitution, 
adopted in 1982 with revisions every five years. It 
vests national legislative powers under the control of 
the NPC as well as its Standing Committee.  The 
executive bodies responsible for enacting laws are 
the State Council and the Standing Committee.3 

Chinese citizens who are 18 or older exercise direct 
popular suffrage in order to elect members of the 
People’s Congress up to the county level. The elected 
county members choose representatives for higher 
echelons of the Congress. Decision making power 
in the PRC rests with the executive organs of the 
state and the CPC. Nationally, the highest executive 
organ is the State Council led by the premier with 

the constitution allowing for the appointment of 
state councilors, vice-premiers and secretaries-
general. This group of officials meet as the Standing 
Committee of the State Council and exercise major 
power in day-to-day decision making. Along with the 
NPC, the Standing Committee exercises legislative 
power which extends to the enacting and amending 
of statutes, taking on the major bulk of legislative 
work.4

The Constitution, the CPC and Xi

Nonetheless, it is important to remember that in 
China, the actual power and authority rests with 
the CPC, which is considered both above and in 
itself, the state and law. Hence, it is the General 

The Party Constitution of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and the “un-written”1 State 
Constitution of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)2 determine the legal developments that take 
place in the country while accentuating the already blurred lines between State and Party. How 
does the CPC, and President Xi Jinping, serve as the drivers of constitutionalism and transcend the 
theoretical and political powers of the State? This Focus Asia paper seeks to answer this question and 
offers an overview of the amendments to the State Constitution, while also highlighting changes 
made to the Party Constitution that have taken place under Xi Jinping, who serves as the General 
Secretary of the CPC, Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC), and the President of 
the PRC. With analysis of "Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era" and the abolishment of term-limits for the presidency, this paper highlights the importance of 
constitutional amendments for Xi's domestic political strategies and also explains how embedded 
the CPC and the National People's Congress (NPC) are in the governance of China, all but erasing 
the demarcation between State and Party.
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Secretary of the CPC who holds the most important 
role in the country.5 This position has been held 
by Xi Jinping since 2012 – a year before he was 
appointed to the office of President of the PRC. The 
Constitution stresses the “Chinese characteristics” 
embedded in a “socialist theoretical system” that 
embodies important policies present in the CPC’s 
system itself.6 Essentially, this terminology attests to 
the great structural and power changes China has 
gone through over the years, redefining political 
concepts along the way to suit the present day 
challenges faced by the government. For instance, 
Deng Xiaoping redefined the category of “workers”, 
by including intellectuals who worked using their 
minds. Similarly, while a planned economy is 
considered as vital in a socialist structure, and market 
economy conversely is categorized as capitalism, 
Deng revitalized the economy by making use of 
the latter and devising a socialist market economy 
model. Hence, the socialism practiced in China 
has decisively “Chinese characteristics”, with this 
becoming a common phrase in diplomatic rhetoric 
and official discourse of the CPC.7

An important distinction needs to be made to 
explain the supremacy of the CPC. Every five years, 
the CPC convenes the National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (NCCPC), also referred 
to as the National Party Congress. The NCCPC is 
theoretically the highest body of the CPC and sets 
major policies and constitutional amendments to 
the CPC constitution every five years.8 The NCCPC 
also selects members of the Central Committee who 
work as a board of directors for the CPC and in 
turn select the twenty-five Politburo members. The 
Politburo is responsible for finalizing the Politburo 

Standing Committee which is the epicenter of power 
for the CPC leadership, headed by the party general 
secretary.9

The political monopoly of the CPC has held 
relatively steady since the inception of PRC in 1949. 
The party has seen the PRC through rapid double-
digit economic growth, challenges both abroad 
and at home, and has established the country as a 
global power to be reckoned with. This is further 
highlighted by the fact that even amidst the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which has seen an increase in 
anti-China rhetoric globally, Beijing’s integration in 
the globalized world and international dependency 
on China driven manufacturing supply chains will 
most likely continue.10 Since taking power, President 
Xi has strengthened his control over the CPC, 
becoming the most powerful leader the nation has 
seen since Mao Zedong, if not even more so.11 The 
18th NCCPC held in 2012, marked the transition 
of power from Hu Jintao to Xi Jinping; the 19th 
NCCPC in 2017, marked the solidification of 
Xi’s “strongman” image, his control over the CPC 
and his rise as a decisive leader. The constitutional 
amendments, implemented in 2018, marked the 
further blurring of lines not only between the 
State and Party but also between the Party and Xi; 
therefore, a threat against Xi is a threat against the 
integrity of the CPC.

Due to the CPC driven structure, the Chinese 
constitution can reflect on historical events such as 
revolution, self-reliance, or reforms in a more adaptive 
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manner. The NCCPC and the NPC have the power 
to amend respective constitutions as per the realities 
of their survival and growth needs. Hence, even 
though China’s constitution is not enforced, the 
country still practices constitutionalism, as instead 
of just being an amalgamation of written laws, the 
constitution also fluidly reflects unwritten social 
structures.12 The normative aspect of the Chinese 
constitution draws from its ability to end or review 
revolutions rather than serving as a protector of 
rights.13

Post-1949, the constitutions China has implemented 
have been results of revolutions the PRC has 
ended, rather than being representative of contracts 
between people and the State.14 For instance, the 
1949 revolution created the first constitution of the 
PRC in 1954. The second constitution of the PRC 

in 1976 preserved, while the third constitution in 
1978 ended, the Cultural Revolution.15 The fourth 
constitution (currently in force) was a culmination 
of the lessons learnt during the Cultural Revolution.  
The present constitution also draws from the 
“Resolution of the CPC on Certain Historical Issues 
since the Founding of the PRC”16 as well as the 
pivotal 3rd Plenum of the 11th Central Committee 
which marked the decided shift of CPC efforts 
towards “socialist modernization”.17

Xi is the General Secretary of CPC, the President 
of the PRC and the Chairman of the Central 
Military Commission (CMC); amongst these, it is 
his control of the CPC that is most crucial to his 
consolidation of power in China. Hence, the latest 
set of constitutional amendments are more about the 
CPC itself than Xi. 

Table 1: Highlights of the 2017 NCCPC Amendments to Party Constitution

Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era

Incorporated as a guiding principle in addition to Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, 
Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of Three Represents, and the Scientific Outlook on 
Development.

Culture of Socialism with 
Chinese characteristics

Incorporated along with the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the theoretical 
system of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and the system of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics.

National Rejuvenation Inclusion of CPC’s two centenary goals and the “Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation” 
was endorsed.

Party's Absolute Leadership Was strengthened by the inclusion of the following statements: 

1. CPC shall uphold its absolute leadership over the PLA and other people's armed forces.
2. Implementation of “Xi Thought” in strengthening the military; strengthen the 
development of the People's Liberation Army by enhancing its political loyalty, 
strengthening it through reform and technology, and running it in accordance with the law.
3.  Build people's forces that obey the CPC’s command, fight and win, and maintain 
excellent conduct.
4.  Ensure that the PLA accomplishes its missions and tasks in the new era and foster a 
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation.
5.  Build a “community with a shared future for mankind.”
6.  Follow the principle of achieving shared growth through discussion and collaboration.
7.  Pursue the Belt and Road Initiative.

NCCPC held that the leadership of the CPC is the most essential attribute of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, the greatest strength of this system and that it exercises overall 
leadership over all areas of endeavor in every part of the country.
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Crucial Amendments and Additions

The 19th NCCPC in October 2017 deliberated upon 
and unanimously adopted revisions to the Constitution 
of the CPC. Arguably one of the most important 
amendments incorporated to the party constitution at 
this stage was the inclusion of “Xi Jinping Thought 
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era”, as a guiding principle. The addition underscored 
Xi’s power over the party and elevated him to the level 
of “great” leaders like Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping 
and Jiang Zemin.18 Following this addition, the 
NPC of the PRC during its annual session in March 
2018, incorporated the same rhetoric into the state 
constitution as well.19 Xi became the first leader since 
Mao to have an eponymous ideology imbedded into 
the constitution whilst still in office; Deng Xiaoping 
Theory was included post his death in 1997. The 
March 2018 amendments marked the first time in 14 

years that the state constitution had been changed. 
The amendments in the Chinese constitution take the 
form of articles that are either additions or revisions 
to the text; the 2018 amendments added a total of 
21 articles, effectively moving away from Deng’s 
reforms and replacing the same with a “Xi Jinping 
constitution.”20

Table 2: Highlights of the 2018 NPC Amendments to the State Constitution

Article 32 Replaced, among other changes, in the 7th paragraph of the preamble “improve the socialist 
legal system” with “improve the socialist rule of law.”

Article 36 Inserted in 2nd paragraph of Art. 1 after the “socialist system is the basic system of the 
People’s Republic of China”, the sentence; “The defining feature of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics is the leadership of the Communist Party of China.” 

Article 37 Listing the Supervisory Commissions as State organs with constitutional status, this 
amendment added the term “supervision organ” to 3rd paragraph of Art 3. 

Article 40 Added a new paragraph to Art. 27 that read “State functionaries shall take a public oath of 
allegiance to the Constitution when assuming office.” highlighting the importance of the 
Constitution.

 Article 44 Revised, among other changes, 1st paragraph of Art. 70 by renaming the “NPC Law Com-
mittee” as “NPC Constitution and Law Committee.” highlighting the importance of the 
Constitution.

Article 45 Repealed the term limit for PRC President and Vice President, doing away with the earlier 
limitation of two consecutive 5-year terms.

Article 46 Added, among other changes, “(6) to direct and administer economic affairs and urban and 
rural development, as well as the building of an ecological civilization” to Art. 89 making 
protection of the environment a duty and power of the State Council.

Article 47 Gave cities that are divided into districts the power to make local rules and regulation by add-
ing to Art. 100.

Article 52 Added a new section of 5 articles pertaining to the state supervision organ by creating a new 
sub-section “The Supervision Commissions” in Chapter III of the Constitution.

Xi became the first 
leader since Mao to 
have an eponymous 
ideology imbedded 
into the constitution 
whilst still in office 
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Both the Party and State constitution have adopted 
the “Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era”, endorsing it as an 
additional guiding principle to “Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, 
the Theory of Three Represents, and the Scientific 
Outlook on Development”.21 The indoctrination of the 
“Xi Thought”, now supported with legal basis, began 
to see programs dedicated to its study in research and 
educational institutions soon after its implementation. 
This marks the increasing ideological command 
the CPC has on the pedagogy of China’s youth, 
highlighted within the CPC’s Communist Youth 
League, and attempts to keep the younger generation 
in line with the “Xi Thought” by dedicating education 
to the same.22 The “Xi Thought” embodies a CPC-
first approach and reduces the likelihood of the party 
splitting into factions.23 Moreover, this ideology at 
the theoretical level clarifies eight fundamental issues 
and also has 14 fundamental principles, all ultimately 
dedicated to ensuring a “CPC-First” approach.24

The 2018 amendments also furthered Xi’s anti-
corruption drive by reforming the supervisory system 
and creating Supervisory Commissions that would 
become state organs.25 The Commissions, marking 
major adjustments in the nation’s State apparatus, 
were created at both the national and state level. 
Another major amendment to the constitution was 
the elimination of term limits for the presidency of 
the PRC.26 The erstwhile limitation of no president 
serving over two consecutive terms was done away 
with, giving Xi the chance to stay in power for as long 
as he wishes to; this seeks to support a trinity system 
which China follows wherein one leader, such as Xi, 
occupies all three posts of president, President of the 

PRC, CPC General Secretary and CMC Chairman. 
The rationale behind creating a term limit, which had 
not existed before 1982, stemmed from the aim to 
prevent a ruling period like that of Mao again and 
aimed to prevent the extreme concentration of power 
in the hands of one individual for a long time.27

Xi and the Future of the Chinese 
Constitutions

The “two sessions” of the NPC and the Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) 
in 2020 (amidst the Covid-19 pandemic) have also 
presented an active thrust by Xi Jinping to maintain 
his power while presenting an un-wavering image of 
the PRC abroad.28 While these are not constitutional 
amendments, the legislation regarding China’s first 
civil code and the national security law for Hong 
Kong are of immense importance to the next five-
year plan. The strengthening of national security 
laws comes at a time when the CPC is gearing up 
to celebrate its first centenary goal in 2021, marking 
100 years of its existence. The second centenary goal 
concludes in 2049 and constitutional amendments 
will be made keeping the same in mind.29 The 
changes to the constitutions are made to ensure 
the CPC strengthens its authoritarian rule and 
discourages a repeat of demonstrations like the 1989 
Tiananmen Square Protest. In this equation, the 
power and authority of Xi Jinping plays a vital role; 
by strengthening CPC control, he is also blurring 
the demarcation between himself and the Party, 
similar to the demarcation between Party and State 
in China.  

Author Bio

Eerishika Pankaj is an Editorial Assistant to the Series 
Editor for the Routledge Series on Think Asia. Her 
research interests lie in East Asia, Chinese foreign and 
domestic policies, Asian security studies, pathologies 
of international organizations and human security 
studies in conflict zones. The views expressed in this 
essay are her own. 

The legislation regarding 
China’s first civil code 
and the national security 
law for Hong Kong are of 
immense importance to 
the next five-year plan



Focus Asia 
Perspective & Analysis 

August 2020

6

Xi Jinping and Constitutional Revisions in China 

Endnotes 

1.   As per leading constitutional researcher Jiang Shigong, the “true” Chinese constitution is largely invisible and, therefore, 
“unwritten”, which is dependent on four primary sources: constitutional law, constitutional doctrine, constitutional 
conventions and a charter that is normative. See, Jiang Shigong, “Written and Unwritten Constitutions: A New Approach 
to the Study of Constitutional Government in China”. Modern China, 36(1), 12–46., January 1, 2010, https://doi.
org/10.1177/0097700409349703

2.   This is the fourth constitution for the PRC. See, "Constitution of People's Republic of China",中国政府网_中央人民政府
门户网站, March 3, 2018, www.gov.cn/guoqing/2018-03/22/content_5276318.htm

3.   As explained later in the backgrounder, the Chinese constitutions are revolutionary constitutions, often the result or 
aftermath of revolutions in the state. See, "Constitutional framework", Encyclopedia Britannica, at https://www.britannica.
com/place/China/Constitutional-framework. See also, "The Constitution law of People's Republic of China", UNESCO, 
www.unesco.org/education/edurights/media/docs/39f675948ad50e4af1f11188daea47d593e7f694.pdf 

4.   "National People's Congress", china.org, at www.china.org.cn/english/27743.htm
5.   Bates Gill, "Xi Jinping’s grip on power is absolute, but there are new threats to his ‘Chinese dream’", The Conversation, June 

28, 2019, https://theconversation.com/xi-jinpings-grip-on-power-is-absolute-but-there-are-new-threats-to-his-chinese-
dream-118921 

6.   "What are the functions and status of Constitution?", China Legal Information Center, June 16, 2017, english.legalinfo.gov.
cn/2017-06/16/content_29769088.htm

7.   For better understanding of the concept of ‘Chinese characteristics’, read, Frank Ching, "Just what exactly is meant by 
'Chinese characteristics'?", Ejinsight, February 17, 2015, https://www.ejinsight.com/eji/article/id/992127/20150217-chinese-
characteristics Socialism has served as the defining factor behind China’s economic and developmental rise and to better 
understand the ‘socialist theoretical system’ of the nation, read, Yongxin Cao, “Socialist Factors in China’s Economic 
Miracle and Development Achievements”, International Critical Thought, 10:1, 1-17, February 24, 2020, https://www.
tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21598282.2020.1724014

8.   David Child, "Explained: National Congress of China's Communist party", Aljazeera, October 17, 2017, https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/explained-national-congress-china-communist-party-171017140021234.html 

9.   Eleanor Albert, Beina Xu, and Lindsay Maizland, "The Chinese Communist Party", Council on Foreign Relations, June 9, 
2020, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinese-communist-party 

10.   Ashutosh Pandey, "After coronavirus, don't write off China as world's factory", DW, April 4, 2020, https://www.dw.com/en/
after-coronavirus-dont-write-off-china-as-worlds-factory/a-53258107 

11.   "Xi Jinping 'most powerful Chinese leader since Mao Zedong'", BBC, October 24, 2017, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-china-41730948 

12.   Heike Holbig, "China’s Unwritten Constitution: Ideological Implications of a “Non-ideological” Approach", ASIEN, July 1, 
2014, https://www.giga-hamburg.de/sites/default/files/publications/20140701.asien-132-th-holbig.pdf

13.   Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt, "Understanding China's Two Constitutions: Re-Assessing the Role of the Chinese 
Communist Party", ECLS Conference, September 2015, https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2682609

14.   George Finch, "Modern Chinese Constitutionalism: Reflections of Economic Change." Willamette Journal of International 
Law and Dispute Resolution 15, no. 1, 75-110, 2007, www.jstor.org/stable/26211714 Read also, Chen Jianfu, "The Revision 
of the Constitution in the PRC", China Perspectives, 2004, https://journals.openedition.org/chinaperspectives/2922

15.   Quanxi Gao, Wei Zhang and Feilong Tian, "The Road to the Rule of Law in Modern China", Springer, January 2015, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314001041_The_Road_to_the_Rule_of_Law_in_Modern_China 

16.   "'Resolution on Certain Questions in Our Party's History since the Founding of the PRC' (Jun. 1981)", China.org.cn, June 
22, 2011, www.china.org.cn/china/CPC_90_anniversary/2011-06/22/content_22839137.htm 

17.   "Communique of the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China", Beijing 
Review, www.bjreview.com/Special_Reports/2018/40th_Anniversary_of_Reform_and_Opening_up/Timeline/201806/

https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700409349703
https://doi.org/10.1177/0097700409349703
http://www.gov.cn/guoqing/2018-03/22/content_5276318.htm 
http://www.unesco.org/education/edurights/media/docs/39f675948ad50e4af1f11188daea47d593e7f694.pdf 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/27743.htm
https://theconversation.com/xi-jinpings-grip-on-power-is-absolute-but-there-are-new-threats-to-his-chinese-dream-118921 
https://theconversation.com/xi-jinpings-grip-on-power-is-absolute-but-there-are-new-threats-to-his-chinese-dream-118921 
http://english.legalinfo.gov.cn/2017-06/16/content_29769088.htm
http://english.legalinfo.gov.cn/2017-06/16/content_29769088.htm
https://www.ejinsight.com/eji/article/id/992127/20150217-chinese-characteristics
https://www.ejinsight.com/eji/article/id/992127/20150217-chinese-characteristics
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21598282.2020.1724014
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21598282.2020.1724014
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/explained-national-congress-china-communist-party-171017140021234.html 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/explained-national-congress-china-communist-party-171017140021234.html 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinese-communist-party
https://www.dw.com/en/after-coronavirus-dont-write-off-china-as-worlds-factory/a-53258107 
https://www.dw.com/en/after-coronavirus-dont-write-off-china-as-worlds-factory/a-53258107 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-41730948 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-41730948 
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/sites/default/files/publications/20140701.asien-132-th-holbig.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2682609 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26211714
https://journals.openedition.org/chinaperspectives/2922
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314001041_The_Road_to_the_Rule_of_Law_in_Modern_China 
http://www.china.org.cn/china/CPC_90_anniversary/2011-06/22/content_22839137.htm 
http:// www.bjreview.com/Special_Reports/2018/40th_Anniversary_of_Reform_and_Opening_up/Timeline/201806/t20180626_800133641.html 


Focus Asia 
Perspective & Analysis 

August 2020

7

Xi Jinping and Constitutional Revisions in China 

t20180626_800133641.html 
18.   Dean Cheng, "Xi Jinping Amasses Mao-Like Power in China", The Heritage Foundation, February 28, 2018, https://www.

heritage.org/asia/commentary/xi-jinping-amasses-mao-power-china 
19.   "China to enshrine Xi's thought into state constitution amid national 'fervor'", Reuters, January 19, 2018, https://www.

reuters.com/article/us-china-politics/china-to-enshrine-xis-thought-into-state-constitution-amid-national-fervor-
idUSKBN1F812P

20.   Suzuki Ken, China’s New “Xi Jinping Constitution”: The Road to Totalitarianism", Nippon, November 27, 2018, https://
www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a05803/amp/ 

21.   "Xi's thought enshrined in China's Constitution", Xinhua, March 11, 2018, www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-
03/11/c_137031930.htm. See also, "Amendment to the Constitution of the People's Republic of China (2018)", Invest in 
China, March 11, 2018, at www.fdi.gov.cn/1800000121_39_4866_0_7.html 

22.   Angela Stanzel, Heike Holbig, Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt, Yevgen Sautin & Jérôme Doyon, "China’s “New Era” with Xi 
Jinping characteristics", European Council on Foreign Relations, December 15, 2017, https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/
summary/chinas_new_era_with_xi_jinping_characteristics7243

23.   Salvatore Babones, "China's Constitutional Amendments Are All About The Party, Not The President", Forbes, March 11, 
2018, https://www.forbes.com/sites/salvatorebabones/2018/03/11/chinas-constitutional-amendments-are-all-about-the-
party-not-the-president/#708a6db21615 

24.   "Backgrounder: Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era" Xinhua, March 17, 2018 
www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137046261.htm 

25.   "Supervisory commissions listed as state organ in China's Constitution", Xinhua, March 11, 2018, www.xinhuanet.com/
english/2018-03/11/c_137032141.htm 

26.   "China reappoints Xi Jinping as president with no term limit", The Guardian, March 17, 2018, https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2018/mar/17/china-reappoints-xi-jinping-as-president-with-no-term-limit 

27.   "China's Xi allowed to remain 'president for life' as term limits removed", BBC, March 11, 2018, https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-china-43361276 

28.   Alexander Chipman Kothy, "China’s Two Sessions 2020: What Have We Learnt So Far", China Briefing, May 25, 2020, 
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/chinas-two-sessions-2020-learnt-far/

29.   "CPC Q&A: What are China's two centennial goals and why do they matter?", Xinhua, October 17, 2017, www.xinhuanet.
com/english/2017-10/17/c_136686770.htm

Other Sources

Table 1: "Full text of resolution on amendment to CPC Constitution", Xinhua, October 24, 2017, www.xinhuanet.com/
english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm
Table 2: "Annotated Translation: 2018 Amendment to the P.R.C. Constitution (Version 2.0)", NPC Observer, npcobserver.
com/2018/03/11/translation-2018-amendment-to-the-p-r-c-constitution/

http:// www.bjreview.com/Special_Reports/2018/40th_Anniversary_of_Reform_and_Opening_up/Timeline/201806/t20180626_800133641.html 
https://www.heritage.org/asia/commentary/xi-jinping-amasses-mao-power-china 
https://www.heritage.org/asia/commentary/xi-jinping-amasses-mao-power-china 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-politics/china-to-enshrine-xis-thought-into-state-constitution-amid-national-fervor-idUSKBN1F812P
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-politics/china-to-enshrine-xis-thought-into-state-constitution-amid-national-fervor-idUSKBN1F812P
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-politics/china-to-enshrine-xis-thought-into-state-constitution-amid-national-fervor-idUSKBN1F812P
https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a05803/amp/ 
https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a05803/amp/ 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/11/c_137031930.htm. See also, "Amendment to the Constitution of the People's Republic of China (2018)", Invest in China, March 11, 2018, at www.fdi.gov.cn/1800000121_39_4866_0_7.html 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/11/c_137031930.htm. See also, "Amendment to the Constitution of the People's Republic of China (2018)", Invest in China, March 11, 2018, at www.fdi.gov.cn/1800000121_39_4866_0_7.html 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/11/c_137031930.htm. See also, "Amendment to the Constitution of the People's Republic of China (2018)", Invest in China, March 11, 2018, at www.fdi.gov.cn/1800000121_39_4866_0_7.html 
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/chinas_new_era_with_xi_jinping_characteristics7243
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/chinas_new_era_with_xi_jinping_characteristics7243
https://www.forbes.com/sites/salvatorebabones/2018/03/11/chinas-constitutional-amendments-are-all-about-the-party-not-the-president/#708a6db21615
https://www.forbes.com/sites/salvatorebabones/2018/03/11/chinas-constitutional-amendments-are-all-about-the-party-not-the-president/#708a6db21615
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137046261.htm 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/11/c_137032141.htm 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/11/c_137032141.htm 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/17/china-reappoints-xi-jinping-as-president-with-no-term-limit 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/17/china-reappoints-xi-jinping-as-president-with-no-term-limit 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-43361276 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-43361276 
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/chinas-two-sessions-2020-learnt-far/ 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/17/c_136686770.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/17/c_136686770.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm
http://npcobserver.com/2018/03/11/translation-2018-amendment-to-the-p-r-c-constitution/ 
http://npcobserver.com/2018/03/11/translation-2018-amendment-to-the-p-r-c-constitution/ 

